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Heritage Impact Statement 
2.1 Overview 
This Heritage Impact Statement is associated with the works that are proposed for the eastern edge of the Wombat Hill Botanic Gardens, Daylesford  Victoria. This area slopes down to Frazer St on the eastern side and Central Springs Rd on the southern side, though the current boundary stops short of the road itself on that side,
What is proposed is a 4-6 person seating pavilion to allow visitors to quietly appreciate the SE 
and NE views from the Gardens. It will be a simple rectangular construction, clad in finely milled, organically shaped, redwood flitches. The frame will be hardwood but non-load bearing elements, including the decorative “columns”  and “pediment" will also be made from unmilled timber (branches from the Sequoiadendron). The roof will be timber shingles. The pavilion will have a sandstone floor and plinth area. Because of the unpainted, untreated materials, stylistically, the pavilion will be a simple, utilitarian structure with “rustic” decorative elements. It references in its shape and construction, the larger Trewhella Pavilion, a timber clad and shingled building on the north western side of the Gardens that was demolished in the 1980s. Its loss is described as a cultural one in the CMP p186. The building itself will be 4 metres by 3.5 metres and the full dimensions of the pavilion and plinth are shown on the attached plans.                                                                                               
                        
The following excerpt from the Wombat Hill Botanic Gardens, Daylesford – Conservation Management Plan 2007 by Lee Andrews & Associates Heritage Consulting reads as follows:
Wombat Hill Botanic Gardens was the first, and for many years, the only public garden in Daylesford, and was actively developed by prominent locals and the considerable contribution of Baron Ferdinand von Mueller, legendary director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne. At the time of the gardens inception, the volcanic cone which is Wombat Hill provided a ready-made and centrally placed aesthetic and social focus for the surrounding area. …….. Its fine views and bracing air made it an important part of the nineteenth and twentieth century tourism in the region, and so often photographed was the hill with its skirt of historic buildings, both grand and humble, and its dramatic frieze of dark, exotic trees, that it effectively became a logo for Daylesford and the general area-inseparable from the township and its attractions. P11.
2.2 Historical Context and Cultural Heritage Significance 
Wombat Hill Botanic Gardens is of historic, aesthetic, social and scientific cultural significance to the State of Victoria and the people of the Daylesford / Hepburn Springs district. This is acknowledged by its classification with the National Trust of Australia (Victoria), its inclusion on the Register of the National Estate and its inclusion on the Victorian Heritage Register. It is also nationally significant as one of Australia’s finest pinetums. 

2.3 Current Use 
The current use of this area is as an undefined, outlying area of the Gardens. There is a small number of large conifers below the proposed location of the pavilion. They indicate its inclusion in the broader pinetum. The loss of the Sequoiadendron here and the huge stumps of other lost trees are a reminder of its past, but it is currently seen as an insignificant part of the Gardens. Visitors are not currently attracted to the splendid views it offers and the gently sloping grassed areas which could be comfortable picnic and relaxation areas are very underused.  The proposed seat and new path would make this a more attractive destination for visitors and encourage greater exploration of the whole site. (Tradition of ascending Wombat Hill for views).
The Conservation Management Plan P208 also observes:
Currently, seating is concentrated in the central zone of the Gardens (Conservatory, Rot 
unda and Central and South Lawn areas), however no seating whatsoever is provided along ‘forest’ paths, in the Fernery, or elsewhere throughout the Gardens. This is problematic, as the large geographic area of the Gardens and the steepness of much of the terrain necessitates some form of regular seating be provided for visitors to these ‘outer’ areas of the grounds. 
And under elements of Primary Cultural Significance, it cites P146 “Tradition of ascending Wombat Hill for Views”. This tradition has largely been absent from this part of the gardens and the hope is that the introduction of path and seating will reinstate it.”
And P 281 “As a general guide, main paths should be asphalted with timber strip edging, as is currently the case near the Rotunda, and minor paths and paths in the arboretum grounds should be rolled and stabilised granitic sand. These should be edged with timber or metal stripping in all areas except the arboretum grounds, where they should have a more casual appearance to blend with the character of the area.”







2.4 Existing Condition  
The area where we propose to construct the seating pavilion is described in the CMP P73 as 

“informal arboretum grounds“ It also comments „The boundaries and layout are in good 
condition, but some attention is required to improve boundary definition and clarify the relationship between the Gardens’ various areas of interest.” 

And P310 “With the loss of trees, and given its location in the less defined boundary area, this part of the gardens would benefit by renewed planting and general consideration of the beautiful vistas it offers visitors.”

See Appendix 3.3 and 3.4
2.5 Proposed Development 
The proposed development is summarised above in “Overview”.  The CMP P145 highlights the need for development of this kind in this location:
“The views continue to be an attraction, albeit reduced, in the Gardens, and many opportunities exist to enhance these by judicious pruning, undergrowth reduction and placement of seating.” 

As one of the few open spaces on the perimeter of the Gardens, pruning etc is not required, but seating would be a bonus.



                                
                                
 
       

2.6 Physical and Visual Impact 
The proposed work will have both positive physical and visual impacts on the Gardens. 
The roofed and walled building will give shelter to those using it to enjoy what is potentially a 180 degree view. The structure is open to the front and a large window is to the side (NE). This will not mitigate strong winds, but will provide protection from rain.
The pavilion will be small, will incorporate materials that recall the historic tree that has been lost in that location.
It will attract visitors to one of the few areas that enable them to enjoy the views and vistas that have been traditionally associated with Wombat Hill. Laidlaw and Laidlaw’s Master Plan designates this area as a potential “Garden of Views”.
The construction of the pavilion will be the focus of new, considered planting in replacement of historically lost trees.
It will broaden the use and enjoyment of the Gardens where seating etc has been confined to a smaller area around the lawn and the Café.
All of the above will improve the visual aspect of the drive to the Tower, although given its size, it is not anticipated that the pavilion will be a focal point from the road above.



 2.7 Detrimental Impacts 
There are no detrimental impacts to the proposed work. Indeed, the proposed activities will enhance the Gardens by broadening visitors’ appreciation of the extent of the area and the original importance of its location above the surrounding landscape. The new path will enable an appreciation of the “garden of views” by all.
Any transitory impact due to the works will be fully reinstated. 
2.8 Local Planning Scheme Provisions and other Permitting Requirements 
Not applicable
2.8.1 Cultural Heritage 
Not applicable.
2.9  Conclusion 
The proposed covered seating pavilion is physically part of a minor addition to the area on the far boundary of the Gardens. The aim of this project is to improve the general amenity and access throughout the whole of the Wombat Hill Botanic Gardens.  
There are no negative visual impacts because the design elements are small in scale, rustic in detailing, and the materials will weather and recede into the landscape as further growth forms a background to the building. 




3.0  Appendix

3.1 Map of the Gardens – small, black circle shows site of proposed work.
[image: ]

3.2 Plans[image: ]
3.3 Sloping site from the West[image: ]
3.4 Sloping site from the South[image: ]
3.5 Trewhella Shelter (demolished)
[image: ]
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