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The Bacchus Marsh Avenue of Honour 
(BMAOH) is of historical, aesthetic and 
scientific significance and is listed on the 
Victorian Heritage Register. 

A detailed assessment was made of the 
various issues that may affect the heritage 
significance of the avenue; focussing on the 
integrity of the Avenue; the health and 
longevity of the trees, future climate 
predictions, the critical connection 
between the trees and individual service 
persons, infrastructure and development 
conflicts and ongoing maintenance 
regimes.  

The objectives are to ensure the Avenue of 
Honour is effectively managed, conserved 
and enhanced in perpetuity as a living 
memorial, commemorating the soldiers of 
the Bacchus Marsh district. 

Executive Summary
This Management Strategy covers the Bacchus Marsh Avenue of 
Honour consisting of: 

40 
sites between Pearce and 
Fisken Streets dating to 
the 1880s (the western 
approach)

281 
sites between Pearce 
Street and the flag poles 
dating to 1918 (the 
dedicated avenue)

39 
sites between the flag 
poles and the Lerderderg 
River dating to the 1960s 
(the eastern approach)

The strategy will be reviewed as required, 
with the associated Bacchus Marsh 

Avenue of Honour Preservation Plan 
being reviewed every five years.
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Introduction
Workers were organised to dig 200 holes 
during the morning, ready for simultaneous 
planting scheduled at 2.45pm (heralded by 
a bugle call), followed by a formal 
ceremony at 3.30pm (Bacchus Marsh 
Express 10 August 1918, p 2). On the day, 
30 workers from the Darley Firebrick 
Company, (which had closed down for the 
event) had 100 holes dug shortly after 
commencing at 8.00am.

A total of 281 trees were planted, 
extending from the existing tree avenue at 
the eastern end of town eastwards along 
the Melbourne-Ballarat Road to a point 
near the Lerderderg River. Each tree 
commemorates an individual soldier from 
the Bacchus Marsh district and was planted 
by a relative or friend of the soldier.

Trees were protected by timber guards 
made from pickets that appear to have 
been nearly 2m tall. A copper name plate 
with the soldier’s name, rank and unit was 
affixed to each guard. The plaques were 
placed alphabetically and numbered, with 
the odd numbers on the north side of the 
road and the even numbers on the south. 
This allowed the members of each family 
to be kept together (Bacchus Marsh 
Express, 17 August 1918, p3).

It is important to recognise that although 
Council stood as guarantor for the costs of 
the Avenue, the vast majority of the cost 
was borne directly by the community.  
At the time of printing the Bacchus Marsh 

Express (17 August 1918) stated that 232 of 
the 281 trees had been sponsored by the 
community.

The Avenue
The Bacchus Marsh Avenue is located on 
the Bacchus Marsh Road, from Fisken 
Street to the Lerderderg River. It extends 
for a length of about 3.3 kilometres, is 
dominated by Dutch Elms, and consists of 
three distinct sections (Figure 1):

The Western Approach
Between Fisken Street and Pearce Street, 
this approach is made up of 40 sites, 
originally planted circa 1880s

The ‘Dedicated’ Avenue of Honour
Between Pearce Street and the flag poles 
(approximately 300m prior to the 
Lerderderg River), this section is made up 
of 281 sites, originally planted in 1918. 
Within this section, on each tree is a 
plaque in recognition of soldiers from the 
Bacchus Marsh district. The Avenue of 
Honour is listed on the Victorian Heritage 
Register.

The Eastern Approach
Between the flag poles and the Lerderderg 
River, this approach is made up of 39 sites, 
originally planted circa 1960s

Overview and History

The Bacchus Marsh Avenue of Honour was planted on 
Saturday, 10 August 1918. The idea to plant the avenue 
had only started a few weeks before, but public 
sentiment grew rapidly and on that morning a crowd of 
more than 1,000 attended the ceremony. 
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An aerial photo from 1966 shows a section 
of the Avenue of Honour where eight trees 
had been removed, presumably as part of 
road realignment works (Figure 2). The 
trees replanted in this area and another 
section on the southern side of the road 
were Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra) rather than 
Dutch Elm.

The Avenue of Honour was part of the 
Western Highway till 1972 when the 
Bacchus Marsh Bypass was completed. 
The alignment of the new Western 

Freeway was to the north of the town. The 
Country Roads Board was responsible for 
the management of the Avenue of Honour 
during this period and in 1972 the road was 
re-declared as a Main Road (Bacchus 
Marsh Road). The Council assumed day to 
day management from that time and still 
provides management as an agent for the 
Department of Transport. Land use along 
the Avenue of Honour is residential at the 
western end, slowly changing to rural 
along its length towards the freeway.

FIGURE 1: The Bacchus Marsh Avenue (Western Approach, Avenue of Honour and Eastern Approach)

FIGURE 2: Tree removal evident from 1966 aerial photo (Source: Department of Sustainability and 
Environment, annotated image taken from Lovell Chen 2010).

The Western Approach
The western approach to the dedicated 
avenue includes 40 sites to the west of 
Pearce Street. The trees on the southern 
side extend to Fisken Street, while on the 
northern side the trees extend only to 
Crook Street. The trees are mainly Dutch 
Elms (Ulmus xhollandica ‘Hollandica’) 
planted c.1885 forming part of an earlier 
planting of elms along Main Street 
(Moorabool Shire Council 2004). These 
trees are some of the earliest elm 
plantings in Victoria.

Trees in the Western Approach are 
identified by the prefix ‘W’ and are 
numbered consecutively in a westerly 
direction from Pearce Street (starting from 
number 1 on the northern side).

The Dedicated Avenue
The Avenue of Honour includes 281 sites 
between Pearce Street and existing flag 
poles (Figure 3). The trees are primarily 
Dutch Elms (Ulmus xhollanica and Ulmus 
xhollandica ‘Vegeta’), although there are 
also a number of replacement trees 
including Wych Elm Ulmus glabra, 
Variegated Elm Ulmus minor ‘Variegata’ 
and Desert Ash Fraxinus oxycarpa. 
Replacement planting of the true to type 
Dutch Elm clones commenced in 
approximately 2004. 

The Avenue of Honour trees are numbered 
consecutively in an easterly direction from 
Pearce Street, starting from number 1 on 
the northern side. Trees located on the 
north side of the road are identified with a 
prefix ‘N’ and those of the south side with 
a prefix ‘S’. 

FIGURE 3: The dedicated Avenue of Honour (eastern end, looking west).
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The Eastern Approach
The Eastern Approach includes 39 sites 
between the flag poles and the Lerderderg 
River. The trees in this section of the 
Avenue are primarily Dutch Elm Ulmus 
xhollandica; however, Desert Ash and 
River Rd Gum also exist. The trees are 
relatively young and may have been 
planted as early as the mid-1960s 
(Moorabool Shire Council 2004). 

Trees in the Eastern Approach are 
numbered consecutively with the prefix ‘E’ 
from the flag poles (the eastern end of the 
Avenue of Honour), starting from number 1 
on the northern side. Several remnant 
River Red Gums Eucalyptus camaldulensis 
and mature Ash trees are located 
throughout this section and have also 
been assessed. In total, 39 trees comprise 
the Eastern Approach.

Names and Plaques
1918 Name Plates
The Bacchus Marsh Express article of  
17 August 1918 provides the basis of our 
understanding of the nature of the original 
name plates and the sequence of 
dedications (Moorabool Shire Council 
2004). The article lists the name of the 
serviceperson to which each tree was 
dedicated; however, a blank entry (no 
name) was recorded for five trees (S8,  
N91, S134, N157 and N181). Each tree was 
originally protected by timber guards with 
attached copper embossed name plaques 
mounted on a wooden block giving the 
soldier’s name, rank and battalion details 
(Victorian Heritage Register H2238). 

Figure 4 is a photograph taken of the 
planting ceremony from the verandah of 
the Old Wool Pack Hotel. It is likely that 
the photograph is of the ceremony prior to 
the planting of the honour tree (N145) by 
Major Baird. Major Baird MLA, came from 
Ballarat to pay homage to his comrades in 
arms and at the invitation of the Shire 
President Brown. The photograph also 
shows the tree guard already in position 
(Moorabool Shire Council 2004). 

Post 1918 
The type and location of the plaques  
have changed over time. As the guards 
collapsed and timber frames were 
removed many of the name plaques were 
either lost or attached to the trees (Figure 
5, Victorian Heritage Register H2238). 

In the early 1960s the Country Roads 
Board replanted some new trees after 
road alignment work and installed new 
green bevel-edged hardwood name 
plaques on white hardwood posts. In the 
late 1960s and 1970s missing name 
plaques were replaced with embossed 

aluminium name plaques on hardwood 
backing plaques. By the late 1980s cast 
aluminium name plaques were being 
attached to the trees. In the late 1990s, 
cast bronze name plaques were mounted 
on the trees. The 6 different types of 
plaque and mounting combinations that 
had been used for the Avenue of Honour 
trees is detailed in Appendix 2.

FIGURE 4: Ceremony of 10 August 1918 (Source: annotated image taken from Moorabool Shire Council 
2004).

There are relatively few original plates remaining, although a 
number were recovered from the base of the trees during the 

preparation of the 2004 Strategic Management Plan. 
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2010 Refurbishment
The 2004 plan highlighted that many of 
the name plates were no longer attached 
in the original alphabetical sequence and 
over time, changes to spelling of names 
had occurred. Further research to confirm 
these details was recommended.

This work was completed in 2009 by 
checking the details in The Bacchus Marsh 
Express newspaper article against the 
names in the National Archive of Australia 
(which holds the service records of all 
ANZACs who served). The soldiers’ names 
on the plaques are consistent with the 
details recorded by The Bacchus Marsh 
Express, despite some misspelt surnames 
and incorrect initials.

It was recommended that the order of the 
name plates reflect that originally 
published in the Bacchus Marsh Express 
(date). To ensure consistency among the 
name plates, it was recommended that 
the cast aluminium name plate with raised 
lettering become the standard, replacing 
all others. Plaques were to be mounted on 

tree trunks at a height of 1.8m from ground 
level and on to stakes for newly planted 
trees until they are large enough to 
support a plaque fixed to the trunk.

A restoration and renewal project was 
undertaken on the name plates in 
2009/10. The 84 remaining original 
plaques are in varying condition and are 
held in storage by Moorabool Shire 
Council. In 2018, it was agreed to handover 
the remnant plaques to the Bacchus 
Marsh RSL. 

The decision to relocate name plates in 
accordance with the sequence 
documented in The Bacchus Marsh 
Express article is considered sound 
despite it being an incomplete record. The 
changes that are known to have occurred 
have been documented and the report 
and spreadsheet are retained as a record 
of this latest name plate relocation.

A summary of the name plate types and 
register of plate details and sequence form 
Appendix 2 to this plan.

FIGURE 5: The plaques are attached to the trees (Rose Stereograph Company c1920-1954).

The Vision for 
the Avenue
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Vision

Objectives

The vision for the Bacchus Marsh Avenue of Honour  
is to have a tree dedicated to each of the fallen service 
personnel from WW1 in perpetuity. It will be an ongoing 
tribute, providing a significant landscape and tree canopy 
cover along Bacchus Marsh Road. It is intended that the 
original vision for the Avenue will be maintained as far as  
is reasonably practicable.

To maintain, 
enhance and 
protect the Avenue 
of Honour including 
the Western and 
Eastern approaches

To promote the 
recognition of war 
time and peace 
time sacrifices by 
Bacchus Marsh 
service personnel

To advocate the 
importance of 
Avenues of Honour 
as a unique way to 
remember service 
personnel

To provide a tree as 
a memorial for each 
service person in 
perpetuity

To ensure there is 
an Avenue into the 
future through 
managed tree 
replacements

Maintain the trees 
to manage and 
mitigate risk to 
users of the road 
and surrounds

To provide advice  
to Council, The 
Department of 
Transport, Heritage 
Victoria and other 
agencies on matters 
relevant to the proper 
Custodianship of 
the Avenue. 

The Avenue  
of Honour 
Management 
Plan aims to 
achieve the 
following 
objectives:
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The management of the heritage listed 
landscape is complex and requires a 
significant input of staff resources. 

Legislative and  
Planning Framework
The dedicated Avenue of Honour is within 
a Transport Zone, Schedule 2 (TRZ2) of the 
Moorabool Planning Scheme.  Adjacent to 
the Avenue, the private landholdings are 
subject to Design and Development 
Overlay, Schedule 2 (DDO2).   

Where the Lerderderg River is close to the 
Avenue, Environmental Significance 
Overlay, Schedule 2 (ESO2) and Schedule 8 
(ESO8) apply.  Neither ESO2 or ESO8 
provide protections for the Avenue trees; 
however, may be triggered if other works 
are planned.  Similarly, areas are also listed 
as ‘areas of cultural heritage sensitivity’ 
under the Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 
2018. 

Adjacent land to the Woolpack Road 
intersection is subject to a Public 
Acquisition Overlay (PAO1). 

The dedicated avenue of honour has the 
following protections: 

•	 It is listed on the Victorian Heritage 
Register (VHR2238). There are standing 
permit exemptions for the Avenue of 
Honour, endorsed by the Heritage 
Council of Victoria including:

–	 Minor works that will not affect the 
heritage significance of the area.

–	 Management and maintenance of 
trees including formative and 
remedial pruning, removal of 
deadwood, pest and disease control, 
cabling, mowing, weed control and 
mulching.

–	 Management of trees in accordance 
with AS 4373-2007 Pruning of 
Amenity Trees.

–	 In the event of loss or removal of 
trees, replanting with Dutch elms 
(Ulmus X hollandica) or Huntington 
elms (Ulmus X hollandica ‘Vegeta’) 
to maintain the landscape character 
identified in the statement of 
significance.

–	 Removal of tree seedlings and 
suckers but excluding herbicide use.

–	 Repairs, conservation and 
maintenance to structures and hard 
landscape elements, memorial 
name plaques, asphalt and gravel 
paths, stone and concrete edging, 
fences and gates.

•	 It has a local council Heritage Overlay 
(HO47 and HO204).

–	 Tree controls do not apply to HO47

–	 Tree controls do apply to HO204

Management and Maintenance Responsibilities 

The Avenue of Honour is currently maintained to a high 
level by Moorabool Shire Council. The more intensive 
and frequent arboricultural management from the 
Moorabool Shire Council over the last decade or so  
has reduced the risk associated with the trees.The Current 

Environment

16 17THE BACCHUS MARSH AVENUE OF HONOUR MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2023



Victorian Heritage Register
The Victorian Heritage Register provides 
good protection for the 281 trees that 
comprise the Dedicated Avenue of Honour 
(VHR No. H2238).  The extent of 
registration includes the road reserve and 
20m into the adjoining land on both sides 
(Figure 6) in order to encompass the Tree 
Protection Zone area (AS4970-2009).  
Continued liaison with these landowners 
and education on the requirements of 
trees is important to extend their longevity. 

As noted in the VHR registration, a permit 
is required to undertake specific works 
within the area covered and to the Avenue 
of Honour trees. The permits aim to 
ensure the trees are protected, the 
landscape character is maintained, the 
community is notified of changes and tree 
removals and a record of changes is kept.   

A permit is required for:

•	 Any works not exempt or subject to 
exemption from the Executive Director 
of Heritage Victoria. If clarification is 
required, contact the permits 
coordinator at Heritage Victoria

•	 Works associated with water, gas, 
power, sewer or similar services that 
occur within the road reserve and 20m 
into the adjoining land on either side. 

•	 Other than those buildings and works 
specifically exempt, the demolition of 
an existing structure and any new 
buildings, structures or works (including 
vehicle crossovers) that are proposed 
within the road reserve or 20m into the 
adjoining land on either side. 

•	 Any changes to the name plaques other 
than repairs, conservation and 
maintenance.

The VHR listing for the dedicated (281 
trees from Pearce Street to the Flagpoles) 
Avenue of Honour means that Heritage 
Victoria rather than Moorabool Shire 
Council is the responsible authority in 
relation to permits for relevant works. 
Trees at the eastern and western approach 
are covered by HO204 of the Moorabool 
Planning Scheme and are subsequently 
the responsible authority

Moorabool Planning 
Scheme
The Bacchus Marsh Avenue of Honour is 
listed on the Moorabool Planning Scheme 
(Heritage Overlay) as HO47 and HO204 
(Figure 7).   

•	 HO47 covers the dedicated (281 trees 
from Pearce Street to the Flagpoles) 
Avenue of Honour 

•	 HO204 covers the Eastern and Western 
Approach. The overlay does not extend 
to the west from Crook Street to Fisken 
Street (Tree W42 and 3 vacant sites). 

It should be noted that although the 
controls segregate the avenue, Council 
adopts a wholistic approach to the 
management and conservation of the 
Avenue of Honour.  Both overlays cover an 
approximately 20m wide tract of land 
along each side of Bacchus Marsh Road.  

Tree controls do not apply for HO47 
(where VHR H2238 applies); however, they 
do apply for areas covered by HO204 
which covers the eastern and western 
approach. Under the overlay (HO204), a 
permit is required to: 

•	 Remove, destroy or lop (prune) a tree if 
the schedule to this overlay specifies 
the heritage place as one where tree 
controls apply. This does not apply:

–	 To any action which is necessary to 
keep the whole or any part of a tree 
clear of an electric line provided the 
action is carried out in accordance 
with a code of practice prepared 
under Section 86 of the Electricity 
Safety Act 1998.

–	 If the tree presents an immediate 
risk of personal injury or damage to 
property.

FIGURE 6: Extent of Victorian Heritage Register. FIGURE 7: Extent of local Heritage Overlay (HO47 and HO204).
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Permit Requirements
•	 For trees within the dedicated Avenue 

of Honour (281 trees from Pearce Street 
to the Flagpoles), Heritage Victoria is 
the responsible authority for the issuing 
of permits. General tree maintenance 
can be completed under the 
exemptions. 

•	 For trees at the eastern and western 
approaches, Moorabool Shire Council is 
the responsible authority. A permit is 
required to remove, destroy or lop (prune) 
a tree as well as controlling buildings 
and works. Contact council planning 
department if any works are proposed 
within the areas marked as HO204.

Issues & Challenges
There are a number issues that face the 
trees’ longevity and viability including: 

•	 Biotic issues
–	 Elm Leaf Beetle

–	 Slime Flux

–	 Dutch Elm Disease and  
Elm Bark Beetle

–	 Decay fungi

•	 Abiotic issues
–	 Installation of infrastructure  

along the Avenue

–	 Informal car parking

–	 Utility installation and maintenance

–	 Farming practices

–	 Road safety

These are all discussed in further detail in 
The Bacchus Marsh Avenue of Honour 
Preservation Plan, under Tree Health 
Considerations. 

Eastern Approach –  
Specific Issues 
In the 1960s, an avenue of Elms was 
continued from the flagpoles towards the 
Lerderderg River. This area has a mixture of 
Elms, Ash and River Red Gums, many of 
which are along the roadside and in 
adjacent paddocks. Car parking and 
interpretative signage has been 
constructed at the Rupert Vance Moon 
Reserve adjacent to the Lerderderg River.  

ISSUES INCLUDE:
•	 Lack of uniformity, due to the 

presence of River Red Gum and 
Desert Ash  

The Dedicated Avenue -  
Specific Issues
Roadside fruit stalls are a feature on both 
sides of the road within The Dedicated 
Avenue. Adjoining land use is open 
farmland, orchards, farm buildings, light 
industrial buildings including cool-stores 
and an abattoir.

ISSUES INCLUDE:
•	 High target occupancy under the 

Avenue of Honour trees (parked 
cars and visitors to the fruits 
stalls and cafes) and potential 
branch or tree failure

•	 Unregulated vehicular crossovers 
detracting from the visual quality 
of the Avenue

•	 The number of advertising signs 
detracting from the visual quality 
of the Avenue

•	 Soil compaction of tree root 
zones from both formal and 
informal car parking

•	 Difficulties with establishment of 
replacement trees in high 
vehicular traffic areas

•	 Large number of driveways, car 
parking and storage yards under 
the tree canopies

•	 Damage to trees due to vehicle 
impacts (in particular the tree on 
the south-east corner of the 
Woolpack Road intersection)

•	 Road safety at Woolpack Road 
intersection

•	 Impacts from intensive 
horticultural practice within Tree 
Protection Zones

•	 Compacted internal laneways 
adjacent to the Avenue of 
Honour within tree root zones 

•	 Frequent cultivation of the 
farmland likely to cause tree root 
damage

•	 Senescing tree stock 

•	 Replacement trees which have 
been added to the Avenue which 
are not consistent with the 
desired species

Western Approach -  
Specific Issues

The Western Approach comprises older 
residential areas on the north and south 
side of the road. Although not State 
heritage listed, given the age and size of 
these trees, they have local heritage value.  

ISSUES INCLUDE:
•	 Proportion of vacant sites and 

insufficient space for replanting

•	 Building redevelopment 
occurring in this zone

•	 Current damage to trees from 
car parking, driveway crossings 
and installation of utilities

•	 Conflict between trees and 
infrastructure (mainly kerbs and 
footpaths)

•	 Soil compaction of root zones 
from informal car parking

Aging Trees and  
Natural Senescence
Planted in 1918, the original avenue trees 
are now over 105 years old, and those 
within the Western Approach, planted 
c.1880 are approaching approximately 
140 years. Trees have a finite lifespan and 
the original plantings are nearing the end 
of their natural lives. 

Useful life spans of Dutch Elms in urbanised 
areas of Australia are not known with any 
degree of certainty; however, it is expected 
that 100-150 years should be achievable if 
well maintained (Spencer, Hawker and 
Lumley 1991). Two of ‘Arthurs Elms’ at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens in Melbourne, 
thought to be the oldest Elms in Australia, 
are now 170 years old.  Another significant 
elm avenue is located in Camperdown.  
Also recorded on the VHR (H0647), the 
original plantings date back to 1876 and are 
in excess of 140 years old.   

While the growing conditions for the 
Avenue of Honour trees are good, the level 
of vehicle and pedestrian traffic under the 
canopies provides a challenge for safely 
managing these mature trees in the 
landscape as they age.  

While it is not known when the last of the 
1918 Avenue of Honour trees will need to 
be removed, it will probably be within the 
next 20-30 years. As the tree population 
continues to age and senesce, the trees 
will become more likely to suffer failures 
and become increasingly difficult to 
manage. As trees become over-mature 
and stressed, they eventually enter a tree 
mortality spiral (Figure 8).   
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A balanced approach in terms of tree 
retention and replacement is required for 
the Avenue of Honour. Removal of any of 
these trees will be difficult for the local 
community; however, decisions on 
replacements cannot continually be 
deferred to future generations (Hitchmough 
1994). Timely replacement is important to 
maintain canopy cover and the aesthetic 
significance of the landscape. Avenue trees 
should not be removed prematurely nor is 
it acceptable to maintain them in the 
landscape at all costs. Tree removal decisions 
need to balance risk, tree maintenance 
budgets and aesthetic benefits.

Replacement planting is a required aspect 
of managing the landscape. This process has 
already started, with approximately 66 trees 
planted since commencement of the 
replacement program in July 2008. The 
development and implementation of a 
preservation strategy is important to minimise 
the impact of large-scale tree removal. 

Climate change
Climate change is likely to be a 
considerable challenge for re-establishing 
a mature Avenue of Honour in the coming 
decades. Bacchus Marsh is located within 
the Port Phillip and Westernport region.  
The future climate within this region is 
expected to be hotter and drier over 
coming decades.  

Current issues with name plates
There are currently some issues with the 
existing plaques including occasional theft, 
vandalism, damage, issues relating to 
accuracy of information, and location and 
storage of historic plaques. 

The establishment of an Advisory 
Committee of Council to assist in the 
management of the Avenue of Honour 
may be able to facilitate minor corrections.  

Online Resources
It is clear that the local community values 
the Avenue of Honour. A detailed, 
interactive website has been developed by 
one local community member with a 
strong interest in the Bacchus Marsh 
Avenue of Honour (bacchusmarsh.
avenueofhonour.org.au). This and the Great 
War Centenary Committee website 
(bmgwcc.com) are both valuable sources of 
information for people interested to learn 
more about the Avenue of Honour. 
Opportunities exist to strengthen and 
integrate these online resources. 

The Avenue of Honour is listed amongst all 
other known avenues at the Treenet 
Avenues of Honour website and the Virtual 
war Memorial 
•	 Treenet Avenues of Honour  

treenet.org/about-us/avenues-of-
honour

•	 Virtual War Memorial  
vwma.org.au/explore/memorials 

FIGURE 8: The mortality spiral (Harris Clark & Matheny 1999).

The Action Plan
DeadDecliningInjuredPredisposed

Drought; Air pollution; 
Defoliation; Salt toxicity

Construction injury; Excessive irrigation; 
Excessive pruning; Poor drainage

Bark beetles; Root disease and 
decay; Canker disease

Mature
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Action Plan

Section What Service Unit Timing Resourcing

Western 
approach

Review current civil infrastructure 
layout to consider pedestrian access, 
drainage and kerb, parking, existing 
trees and vacant sites.

Engineering 
Services  

(with Parks  
& Gardens, 

and Strategic 
Planning)

Years 2 – 4 Existing 
operational 

budget

All  
sections

Investigate the feasibility of 
constructing a walking trail along 
Bacchus Marsh Road, from the 
existing footpath termination, to RV 
Moon Reserve

Engineering 
Services  

(with Parks  
& Gardens, 

and Strategic 
Planning)

Years 2 – 4 Existing 
operational 

budget

All  
sections

Establish a program of tree 
propagation from bud material 
collected from the existing Avenue 
of Honour trees, ensuring all 
replacement trees are true to type 
and have a connection to the original 
trees.

Parks & 
Gardens

Ongoing Existing 
operational 

budget

All  
sections

Implement the Bacchus Marsh 
Avenue of Honour Preservation Plan 
2023.

Parks & 
Gardens

Ongoing Existing 
operational 

budget, 
grant 

funding as 
appropriate

Dedicated 
Avenue of 
Honour

Review the Tree Preservation Plan 
every five years and submit any 
changes to proposed short term 
replacements to Heritage Victoria 
for approval.

Parks & 
Gardens

Year 5 Existing 
operational 

budget

All  
sections

Undertake proactive inspections in 
line with Council’s adopted Urban 
Tree Management Policy.

Parks & 
Gardens

Ongoing Existing 
operational 

budget

All  
sections

Provide regular progress updates to 
the Moorabool Heritage Advisory 
Committee.

Parks & 
Gardens

Ongoing Existing 
operational 

budget

Section What Service Unit Timing Resourcing

All  
sections

Maintain all information relating to 
the Avenue of Honour trees within a 
centralised system, available to 
Council staff, including information 
about tree condition, maintenance 
works, removals, plantings etc.

Asset 
Management 

(with Parks  
& Gardens,  

and GIS)

Years 0 – 2 Existing 
operational 

budget

All  
sections

Investigate the feasibility of 
developing and maintaining online 
content that contains historical 
information, tree data etc. 
considering digital applications for 
mobile devices, interactive maps, 
and exploring the potential for 
collaboration with community 
groups and individuals,

Comms, and 
Economic 

Development 
(with Parks  
& Gardens,  

and GIS)

Years 2 – 4 Existing 
operational 

budget, 
grant 

funding as 
appropriate

All  
sections

Investigate the feasibility of lighting 
the Avenue of Honour trees, taking 
into account heritage, environmental 
and safety etc considerations.

Landscape 
Design  

(with Parks  
& Gardens)

Years 2 – 4 Existing 
operational 

budget

All  
sections

As part of the annual budget 
process, review resource 
requirements associated with the 
ongoing management and 
maintenance of the Avenue of 
Honour trees. Explore additional 
funding sources to assist in the 
delivery of this service.

Parks & 
Gardens

Ongoing Existing 
operational 

budget

All  
sections

Explore additional funding sources 
to assist in activating the Avenue of 
Honour and adjacent areas, and 
improving engagement and/or 
interpretation of the Avenue and its 
history, to ensure it remains relevant 
to the community.

Economic 
Development

Ongoing Existing 
operational 

budget

Dedicated 
Avenue of 
Honour

With the Bacchus Marsh RSL Sub 
Branch, explore opportunities to 
publicly display a number of original 
name plaque variations, and/or make 
historic name plaques available to 
families of the servicepeople.

Parks & 
Gardens

Years 0 – 2 Existing 
operational 

budget
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Appendix 1: The Express, August 17, 1918

Appendix
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Appendix 2: Name Plate Types

Summary of Plaque Types
Summary of plaques on-site as at 2004 (Source: Moorabool Shire Council 2004)

Name plate type No. of 
plaques

Comment

 Embossed copper mounted on a wooden block. 
Originally mounted to the timber tree guard. This 
example was remounted on a post probably by 
CRB in early 1960s

4 Probably the original 
1918 plates, 
uncommon and often 
damaged

Engraved bronze on bevelled hardwood base. 4 Only associated with 
replacement trees on 
realigned corners. 
Probably installed by 
Country Roads Board 
from early 1960s. 

Embossed aluminium – Two types (Type 2A and 
Type 2B). Type 2A has rank in smaller letters than 
surname, Type 2B has rank in the same size letters 
as surname) 

121 Proposed to adopt 
Type 2A of this plaque 
type for the Avenue. 
Appropriate to keep 
type 2B in the interim 
until funding permits 
replacement. 
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Name plate type No. of 
plaques

Comment

Caste aluminium with raised lettering. Mounted to 
a variety of boards, although predominantly 
treated pine and hardwood. Mounted to trees by 
various straps and brackets. 

132 Most common but 
generally felt to be an 
incorrect style for the 
Avenue of Honour. 
Appropriate to keep in 
the interim until 
funding permits 
replacement

Caste bronze with raised lettering on a bevelled 
hardwood base. Mounted to the tree by hoop iron 
straps

1

ADD CURRENT PLAQUE TYPE

FIGURE 9: Plaque arrangement (front, back and top view)
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Register of Plaques

North (N) 
or South (S)

Tree No. Rank Initials Surname Reg No Unit

N 1 A-mech FL ADAMS 44 Aust Flying Corps

S 2 TPR WJH ALLAN 57417 4th EGSR

N 3 CPL JW ALLAN 473 2nd Aust tunnel Coy

S 4 CPL J ALMOND 95 13th LH

N 5 PTE AF ANDERSON 51300 GSR

S 6 PTE KF ANDERSON 3620 59th Bn

N 7 TPR A BARRETT 2124 1st ANZAC Mtd Regt

S 8 PTE HT BARRY 61823 13th GSR

N 9 PTE P BARRY 1794 12th FAB

S 10 SPR PG BARRY 5344 AEMU

N 11 LT JR BENNETT 4979 22nd Bn

S 12 PTE RK BARRY 5329/ 
5649

14th Bn

N 13 PTE GF BENCE 830 38th Bn

S 14 PTE PC BARRY 7198 14th Bn

N 15 PTE W BENNETT 815 AASC

S 16 PTE CW BIRD 2539B 43 Bn

N 17 SGT LE BLAKE 1939 3rd NZNG Coy

S 18 SGT LE BIRD 1876 59th Bn

N 19 PTE HN BLAKE 5513 5th GSR

S 20 PTE TH BOOTH 2819 6th Bn

N 21 CSM WH BLAKE 4000 AL Railways

S 22 PTE WC BOOTH 3556 2nd Pioneers

N 23 GNR EG BOTTLE 50 AGBDAFA

S 24 PTE H BOTTLE 2575 21st Bn

N 25 PTE HC BOTTLE 6711 5th Bn

North (N) 
or South (S)

Tree No. Rank Initials Surname Reg No Unit

S 26 DVR JC BOURKE 11734 5th Amm Col

N 27 PTE WH BOURKE 5050 6th Bn

S 28 PTE J BOYD 1103 38th Bn

N 29 PTE R BOYD 1343 8th Bn

S 30 PTE W BRENNAN 1599 8th Bn

N 31 TPR F BRIGHTON 311 1st Aust Remount

S 32 PTE I BRUNT 955 14th Bn

N 33 PTE J BUSHBY 10 21st Bn

S 34 PTE J BUCKLEY 161 3rd Pioneers

N 35 PTE AJ BUCKLEY 1876 56th Bn

S 36 PTE W BUCKLEY 6010 11th Bn

N 37 PTE EW CAMERON  8th Bn

S 38 SGT HH CAMPBELL 3058 8th Bn

N 39 PTE AN CAMPBELL  104th Coy

S 40 PTE GL CAMPBELL 3368 59th Bn

N 41 PTE JH CAMPBELL 3123 60th Bn

S 42 A-mech WA CAMPBELL 438 AFC

N 43 PTE JR CALDERWOOD 1800 24th Bn

S 44 PTE AJ CARTER 2938 37th Bn

N 45 PTE WW CARTER 1833 3rd Pioneers

S 46 FAR SGT J CARDELL 2993 15th FC Engr

N 47 PTE HHH CHAMBERS 648 7th Bn

S 48 CPL F CASPAR 19671 8th FAB

N 49 TPR F CHAMBERS 60660 GSR

S 50 DVR EH CASHMORE 934 12th AFA

N 51 GNR JH CHAMBERS 3370 2nd Bty RBA
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Register of Plaques

North (N) 
or South (S)

Tree No. Rank Initials Surname Reg No Unit

S 52 TPR WG CHIPPINDALE 1088 4th LH

N 53 PTE A CLARK 3050 60th Bn

S 54 PTE A CLANEY 5325 22nd Bn

N 55 SGT W CLARK 384 1st ANZAC Bn

S 56 PTE R COATES 5048 3rd LH Bgde Train

N 57 PTE E COBHAM 4465 6th Bn

S 58 GNR DJ COGHLAN 10331 2nd FAB

N 59 PTE HA CONDON 12/983 Auckland Bn

S 60 DVR MB COGHLAN 8282 6th FAB

N 61 TPR JD CONNELL 561A 13th LH

S 62 PTE JA CONNOR 5309 21st Bn

N 63 TPR WH CONNELL 3989 4th LH

S 64 PTE WA COOK 3068 15th MG Coy

N 65 CPL WR COOK 3790 58th Bn

S 66 DVR J COSGROVE 1181 11th BCD

N 67  M COSGROVE 3113 AFA

S 68 SGT WR CROUCH  8th Bn

N 69 SGT DM CROWE 4161B 1st Pioneers

S 70 PTE R CROTON 1207 23rd Bn

N 71 LT NR CUTHBERTSON  23rd Bn

S 72 CPL CE CROOK 609 2nd ANZAC Mtd 
Regt

N 73 BDR CD CUMMING 20070 8th FABK

S 74 SGT FH CROOK 1360 1st FAB

N 75 PTE NH CUMMING 5671 5th Bn

S 76 CPL JR CROOK 5333 22nd Bn

North (N) 
or South (S)

Tree No. Rank Initials Surname Reg No Unit

N 77 TPR A CUMMING 333 1st Aust Remount

S 78 DVR CW CROOK 2178 3rd FAB

N 79 PTE A DAVIS 60666 GSR

S 80 PTE GT DAVIS 16 24th Bn

N 81 PTE L DAVIS 3079 60th Bn

S 82 PTE WGE DAVIS 6484 7th Bn

N 83 TPR AR DAVISON 3231 8th LH

S 84 CPL SC DUBOUT 3964 5th Tunnel Coy

N 85 TPR ND DAVISON 175 13th LH

S 86 PTE V DUBOUT 6644 14th Bn

N 87 TPR RG DAVIDSON 1555 8th LH

S 88 PTE F DODEMAIDE 2792 57th Bn

N 89 PTE W DIXON 4190 8th Bn

S 90 PTE TJ DODEMAIDE 534 6th Bn

N 91 PTE J DAVISON 2910 31st Bn

S 92 PTE WH DUKELOW 156 WH

N 93 PTE A DURWARD 3462 46th Bn

S 94 PTE A DREVER 959 8th Bn

N 95 DVR CR EDWARDS 403 2nd ANZAC Mtd 
Regt

S 96 PTE CJ EARL 2115 8th LH

N 97 DVR RW EDWARDS 1865 12th FCE

S 98  GF EARL  Unfit for service

N 99 SPR WB EDWARDS 5436 12th FCE

S 100 PTE WA EDGERTON 3798 46th Bn

N 101 PTE RR EVANS 591 7th Bn
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Register of Plaques

North (N) 
or South (S)

Tree No. Rank Initials Surname Reg No Unit

S 102 GNR JH EDGERTON 44 10th MGC

N 103 DVR RW EDOLS 1160 2nd DAC

S 104 PTE J EMMETT 192 6th Bn

N 105 PTE RM EMMETT 6261 8th Bn

S 106 DVR JB FAGG 17647 4th LH FA

N 107 PTE AE FAIRBANK 2710 59th Bn

S 108 PTE AG FARROW 614 7th Bn

N 109 PTE H GEORGE 408 5th Bn

S 110 LT AJ GIBSON  10th Bn

N 111 BDR HTV GEORGE 27511 4th FAB

S 112 CAPT TCE GODFREY  24th Bn

N 113 PTE W GOUDIE 3762 6th Bn

S 114 PTE RT GRANT 4196 14th Bn

N 115 PTE CA GLADMAN 1083 8th Bn

S 116 PTE HS GRANT 3149 58th Bn

N 117 CAPT R GRANT  5th AMV Sect

S 118 PTE JW HAMMOND 6591 6th Bn

N 119 PTE C HANRAHAN 5682 14th Bn

S 120 PTE WS HARKNESS 5841 24th Bn

N 121 PTE TL HAWKINS 13950 2nd LH

S 122 PTE AW HINE 585 7th Bn

N 123 PTE AWT HINE 5368 22nd Bn

S 124 PTE RJ HOGG 3772 46th Bn

N 125 CPL DG HOLLIS 2379 4th Pioneers

S 126 PTE H HOLMAN 889 14th AASC

N 127 SGT WT HORDER 4515 58th Bn

North (N) 
or South (S)

Tree No. Rank Initials Surname Reg No Unit

S 128 CAPT CB HOPKINS  14th Bde HQ

N 129 PTE J JOHANSEN 3818 6th Bn

S 130 PTE W JOHNSTON 4740 21st Bn

N 131 PTE JE JOHANSEN 3418 55th Bn

S 132 PTE CA JONES 915 3rd Div Sigs

N 133 TPR HJJ JONES 62 13th LH

S 134 GNR JL KEDDELL 1186 1st & 2nd Bn

N 135 CPL P JONES 52572 SDD Sig Coy

S 136 PTE JM KENNELLY 1865 A Coy 29th Bn

N 137 PTE WR KERR 6349 23rd Bn

S 138 GNR RJ KERR 34135 AFA

N 139 PTE GM KERR 2676 57th Bn

S 140 CAPT HJ KING  22nd Bn

N 141 PTE AJ KNIGHT 3376 6th Bn

S 142 CPL 
MECH

AW LADHAMS 2134 AFC

N 143 SGT FH LAY 529 46th Bn

S 144 PTE P LEITCH 4458 21st Bn

N 145 LT GT LITTLE  13th FCE

S 146 CPL DS LINDSAY 3482 2nd Bde

N 147 LT LP LITTLE  37th Bn

S 148 DVR RJ LINDSAY 34253 3rd DAC

N 149 A/M D LITTLE 3508 AFC

S 150 DVR CA LOW 1846 DAC

N 151 PTE BP LOVE 623 37th Bn

S 152 DVR JA LOWE 10540 1st DAC
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Register of Plaques

North (N) 
or South (S)

Tree No. Rank Initials Surname Reg No Unit

N 153 DVR C LYLE 547 7th Bn

S 154 PTE JC LOW 5045 24th Bn

N 155 PTE J MAIN 2747 7th Bn

S 156 TPR TH MANLY 1386 13th LH

N 157 SGT EJ MORLEY 3190 60th Bn

S 158 PTE EE MARSH 1139 14th Bn

N 159 CPL A MARTIN 3384 6th Bn

S 160 CPL WG MEDLING 3410 14th Bn (Pay Corps)

N 161 PTE S MINNETT 2709 28th Bn

S 162 PTE GS MITCHELSON 1881 37th Bn

N 163 PTE H MOFFATT 183 59th Bn

S 164 LT RV MOON  58th Bn

N 165 SPR P MOFFATT 17046 3rd Div Sigs

S 166 TPR AS MOON 2194A 4th LH

N 167 PTE JH MOORE 212 22nd Bn

S 168 SGT KE MOORE 1932 22nd Bn

N 169 CPL G MOORE 2879 1st DAC

S 170 CPL WR MORTON 450 13th LH

N 171 PTE DR MOORE 1578 2nd MG Coy

S 172 SGT GB MORGAN 2467 46th Bn

N 173 PTE P MOORE 4476 21st Bn

S 174 PTE A MURDOCH 552 7th Bn

N 175 PTE FA MOORE 2260 24th Bn

S 176 PTE T MURPHY 1238 59th Bn

N 177 GNR WF MURCOTT 10544 51st Bty AFA

S 178 PTE SV MCDOUGALL 6402 23rd Bn

North (N) 
or South (S)

Tree No. Rank Initials Surname Reg No Unit

N 179 SGT HG MCFARLANE 4190 Motor Tpt

S 180 LT CJ MCFARLANE  HMAS Brisbane

N 181      

S 182 GNR J MCGREGOR 978 AFA

N 183 PTE J MCGREGOR 6049 38th Bn

S 184 PTE CE MCKENZIE 5432 5th Bn

N 185 LT N MCLACHLAN  6th Bn

S 186 SGT WSA MCKENZIE 455 4th LH

N 187 PTE JJ MCLACHLAN 4767 6th Bn

S 188 TPR JJ MCPHERSON 1060 4th LH

N 189 CAPT FL NANCE  AAMC

S 190 TPR JP NOLAN 1549 4th LH

N 191  WH NOLAN 8985 AFA

S 192 SGT MJ O’BRIEN 1542 14th Bn

N 193 A/M ANA O’HARA 1488 AFC

S 194 PTE ER OLIVER 316 A Coy 29th Bn

N 195 PTE T OLIVER 627 1st Pioneers

S 196 PTE R OLIVER 2238 39th Bn

N 197 PTE HS OLIVER 1143 23rd Bn

S 198 PTE CV OLIVER  AAMC

N 199 PTE EA OLIVER 2035 2nd Light Railway

S 200 PTE J O’LEARY 709 21st Bn

N 201 PTE E ORTON 2277 59th Bn

S 202 PTE T O’LEARY 581 7th Bn

N 203 SGT PB OSBORNE 6079 8th Bn

S 204 SGT S OSBORNE 3429 5th Pioneers
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Register of Plaques

North (N) 
or South (S)

Tree No. Rank Initials Surname Reg No Unit

N 205 CPL P OSWIN 84 13th LH

S 206 GNR M QUINN   

N 207 CPL GG PATTERSON 120 1st Div Sigs

S 208 DVR WJ PEZET 403 7th Bn

N 209 SPR AB PATTERSON 17861 1st AAC

S 210 PTE F PIGOTT 2034 21st Bn

N 211 GNR WT PHILLIPS 10566 1st AFA

S 212 TPR TJ PHILLIPS 1410 13th LH

N 213 PTE WH PLATT 2017 7th Bn

S 214 PTE HG PRICE 2884 58th Bn

N 215 CPL CH PLATT 7066 14th Bn

S 216 GNR CF RAMSAY 32435 3rd DAC

N 217 GRN R McH RAMSAY 38528 AFA

S 218 PTE T RAWLINSON 6407 4th FAB

N 219 SGT RM REID 7553 5th Bn

S 220 PTE GC ROBSON 1169 7th Bn

N 221 PTE W ROGERS 3360 3rd Pioneers

S 222 SGT DA ROSS 5440 58th Bn

N 223 PTE JW ROSS 7571 8th Bn

S 224 DVR H RUDDICK 107635 RFA

N 225 PTE F RUSSELL 3473 14th Bn

S 226 MAJ WB RYAN  AAMC

N 227 PIPER IJ RUSSELL 1308 9th Bn

S 228 LT EJ RYAN 1940 59th Bn

N 229 P RJ RUSSELL 4329 4th Sig Coy

S 230 P J RYAN 4286 3rd MG Coy

North (N) 
or South (S)

Tree No. Rank Initials Surname Reg No Unit

N 231 P WT SERGEANT 7605 14th Bn

S 232 SGT JS SHORT 2684 57th Bn

N 233 LT W SHIELDS  Shropshire Regt

S 234 P TJ SIMMONS 5089 6th MG Coy

N 235 LT FN SIMPSON  3rd Pioneers

S 236 A/M NP SIMPSON 1085 AFC

N 237 LT TH SKENE  14th Bn

S 238 PTE AG SLACK 2484 2nd Pioneers

N 239 PTE EA SMITH 5953 23rd Bn

S 240 PTE MG SMITH 3928 8th Bn

N 241 SGT RN SMITH 951 4th Bn

S 242 PTE TH SMITH 246 22nd Bn

N 243 PTE GT SMITH 1245 29th Bn

S 244 PTE JC SMYTH 5671 24th Bn

N 245 PTE CH SOMERTON 3203 51st Bn

S 246 LT JEA STUART  11th Bn

N 247 PTE G SUTTON 3435 4th Pioneers

S 248 PTE H SWANSON 2760 29th Bn

N 249 PTE WH SYMINGTON 5750 7th Bn

S 250 PTE J TANCOE 16419 12th AFA

N 251 SPR FJ TINKER 18131 Sig Sqn

S 252 FAR C TODD 461 1st Remounts

N 253 SPR CM TODD 498 4th LH

S 254 PTE WJ TODD 3282 1st Pioneers

N 255 LT FG TOY 970 RFC

S 256 PTE WJ TREGONING 5305 22nd Bn

44 45THE BACCHUS MARSH AVENUE OF HONOUR MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2023



Register of Plaques

North (N) 
or South (S)

Tree No. Rank Initials Surname Reg No Unit

N 257 LT J TURNOUR 854 59th Bn

S 258 CPL KE TURNOUR 26626 2nd AFA

N 259 PTE JO TURNOUR 5099 24th Bn

S 260 PTE AW TURNOUR 673 38th Bn

N 261 LT A McK TYERS  AFC

S 262 DVR AJ USHER 11937 3rd DSC

N 263 LT PJ VALLENCE  4th LH

S 264 DVR M USHER 9839 3rd ASC

N 265 CPL W VALLENCE 541 8th LH

S 266 PTE JWH USHER 1581 27th Bn

N 267 PTE JH VINNING 3686 4th Sig Coy

S 268 PTE FD WARD 5747 14th Bn

N 269 PTE T WARKE 3508 1st Div

S 270 SGT MAJ TC WATERHOUSE 522 AIF

N 271 PTE H WATSON 1200 7th Bn

S 272 PTE AH WAUD 2838 7th Bn

N 273 SGT NSR WEST 5432 22nd Bn

S 274 TPR MJ WHELAN 511 4th LH

N 275 TPR W WEST 2649 1st LH

S 276 PTE CD WILLIAMS 7340 23rd Bn

N 277 PTE CG WEST 5431 22nd Bn

S 278 LT JM WEST 293 7th Bn

N 279 CPL S WITHAM  5th Bn

S 280 PTE A WOODWARD 55705 7th GSR

S 282 SISTER KM ROGERS  AANS
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