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MEDIA RELEASE
17 September 2009
Restoration works to ‘Cathedral’ of the Wimmera

Significant restoration works to the Murtoa Stick Shed have commenced. 

Heritage Council of Victoria Chair Daryl Jackson said expert contractors have begun conservation works to stabilise the threatened building – the only one of its kind still standing in Australia. 

“As well as remembering the fantastic contribution our troops made during the Second World War, the Stick Shed demonstrates Australian ingenuity during a time of hardship. It is the last example of its kind,” Mr Jackson said. 

“Posts, rafters and purlins will be repaired, vermin will be removed and roof sheets replaced and secured during the $1.2 million works which are scheduled to take place over the coming months.”

Most of the conservation works to the Stick Shed will be up high, requiring the use of cherry pickers and scissor lifts inside the shed. 

The Stick Shed is of historical, architectural, scientific and social significance to the State of Victoria

Immense in size, the Murtoa Stick Shed spans the length of five Olympic swimming pools. It was constructed in 1941 as a solution for grain storage during the World War II wheat glut. The Stick Shed could store up to 95, 000 tonnes of wheat at one time. 

Three other similar sheds were built in Victoria, as well as one in Geraldton (Western Australia) and another in Parkes (NSW), but Murtoa is the only one still standing.

Constructed from timber and corrugated iron, the Stick Shed gets its name from the hundreds of unmilled poles – some up to 20 metres high - which stand in rows propping up the immense roof. With its vast gabled interior and the long rows of poles, the space has been likened to the nave of a medieval cathedral.

Once the building is stabilized, Heritage Victoria will work with Graincorp and the Victorian community to develop a future use for the site.
A detailed structural survey of the entire building was undertaken earlier this year. From this survey, the current programme of works was developed. It is expected the work will be completed by early 2010. 

Photographs of restoration work are available for publication from Heritage Victoria. 
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