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Heritage Council adds restaurant to State Heritage Register
St Kilda’s renowned Tolarno Hotel, including all the murals and other works by artist Mirka Mora, has been included in the Victorian Heritage Register.

The hotel has been included on the Register in recognition of its State historical and aesthetic significance, with the owners playing an influential role in the great changes to Melbourne’s post-war cultural and intellectual life.

Heritage Council Chair Daryl Jackson said the Moras at the Tolarno had introduced a more European way of life that had since become the norm.

“Georges Mora, a prominent restaurateur and art gallery owner, and his wife Mirka, one of Victoria’s best-known and loved artists, provided an important influence on our cultural and culinary life,” he said.

They took over the Tolarno in 1965 as a restaurant, art gallery, studio and home, the third restaurant the couple had owned since migrating from France in 1951.

Originally a mansion, the building was converted to a boarding house in the late nineteenth century and then to a hotel, with the restaurant and bar added to the front by the 1960s.

Mr Jackson said the Tolarno Gallery had hosted a remarkable series of art exhibitions in the 1960s showcasing local artists who had since become world famous such as Charles Blackman, Sidney Nolan, John Perceval and Howard Arkley.
The colourful murals and other artworks by Mirka Mora throughout the complex reflect her life, including her Romanian heritage, her interest in literature and history and the lives of her three children.  She restored many of them during renovations carried out in 2006-07 when the restaurant was renamed Mirka at Tolarno.
Also included on the Victorian Heritage Register this month is the Brighton Beach sea wall, which has links to the Old Melbourne Gaol through the re-used bluestone blocks that include some burial markers for executed prisoners.
Other recent Registrations include the Oakleigh Motel, Lake Boga Flying Boat Museum and Grimwade House in Rye. 

The listings mean any significant changes to the sites will require a permit from Heritage Victoria.
Inquiries: Pauline Hitchins 0419 568 949 or 8644 8940, or visit: 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au//Registration/Recent-additions-to-the-Register.aspx
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