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River walls added to Heritage Register
Port Fairy’s Moyne River Training Walls have been included in the Victorian Heritage Register in recognition of their State historical and scientific significance.

Designed to project the river flow into the bay, the concept was developed by NSW engineer E O Moriarty with later alterations by W H Steel, Inspector-General, Public Works Department, British harbour engineer Sir John Coode, and E M De Burgh, Chief Engineer for Harbours, NSW.
Heritage Council Chair Daryl Jackson said the river walls were historically significant as evidence of Victoria's nineteenth century investment in regional port infrastructure. 
The opening of the river by the use of the walls to project and contain the river's flow allowed the town to develop as a port that provided important regional trade links until the Second World War.
Mr Jackson said the training walls, built from Griffiths Island basalt between 1869 and 1874, aimed to make the Moyne River navigable and allow seaborne trade to develop at Port Fairy. 
However, the self-flushing action created navigational problems, and the South West passage was sealed off from the river in 1911. Since then regular dredging of the Moyne River has been required in order to maintain navigability.

While the walls permit access from the sea into the river, the structures have led to a significant alteration of the landscape from coastal erosion and sand accumulation, significantly altering the form of Griffiths Island, a sand dune over a basaltic intrusion that protects the entrance of the Moyne River to the sea.
Other recent Registrations include the Muster Yards in the Barmah State Forest, the Modernist 1958 former Benalla Shire Office and Tay Creggan, a late nineteenth century Victorian Queen Anne Revival Style mansion now the Year Nine campus of Strathcona Girls School. 

The listings provide the State’s highest heritage protection and mean any changes to the sites may require a permit from Heritage Victoria.
Inquiries: Pauline Hitchins 0419 568 949 or 8644 8940, or visit: 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au//Registration/Recent-additions-to-the-Register.aspx
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