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Heritage listing for muster, Moyne, mansion and municipal centre
Cattle mustering, river navigation, municipal architecture and a late nineteenth century mansion have all been recognised in this month’s registrations by the Heritage Council.

The Barmah Muster Yards, Moyne River Training Walls and the former Benalla Shire Offices have been included in the Victorian Heritage Register in recognition of State historical, social, technical or architectural significance.

Heritage Council Chair Daryl Jackson said the diversity of registrations echoed our rich heritage, which in turn reflected the development of Victoria over the decades.
“The Victorian Heritage Register, which includes more than 2000 places, is the official listing of places and objects which have been assessed as significant to the State of Victoria,” he said.

“These sites add special character and value to Victoria, providing tangible links with the past and documenting the State's history. “
From its construction in the 1880s for the Barmah Common, the Barmah Muster Yards site has been an essential component of cattle grazing activity by local farmers in River Red Gum forests along the Murray River.  
The large timber post-and-rail yards incorporate a race and various sorting pens with a small complex of buildings including a herdsman’s hut, musterers’ quarters and a kitchen lean-to structure.

The Moyne River Training Walls, built between 1869 and 1874, aimed to make the Moyne River navigable and allow seaborne trade to develop at Port Fairy.  Built from Griffiths Island basalt, the walls project the river flow into the bay and permit access from the sea, but regular dredging of the river has been required since 1911.
Tay Greggan, a picturesque two-storey red brick house, is an outstanding example of how the wealthy lived in the late nineteenth century.  It is now the Year Nine campus of Strathcona Girls School.

Built by prominent Melbourne architect Guyon Purchas as his own home in 1891-2, it includes three stained glass ceiling domes in its outstanding billiards room, and is considered one of the state’s best examples of the Victorian Queen Anne Revival Style.

The 1958 Benalla shire offices by the architectural firm A K Lines MacFarlane and Marshall, which specialised in municipal buildings, are a rare and substantially intact example of a Modernist civic building. The building demonstrates many of the characteristics of the era, including the human scale and lightness of structure, the butterfly roof, lack of decorative detail and strong contrasts of texture.

The listings provide the State’s highest heritage protection and mean any changes to the sites may require a permit from Heritage Victoria.
Inquiries: Pauline Hitchins 0419 568 949 or 8644 8940, or visit: 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au//Registration/Recent-additions-to-the-Register.aspx
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