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Heritage Council adds sea wall to State Heritage Register
The Brighton Beach sea wall, which has links to the former Old Melbourne Gaol, has been included in the Victorian Heritage Register in recognition of its State historical and archaeological significance.

The wall includes bluestone blocks from the Old Melbourne Gaol, including some which were burial markers for inmates executed at the gaol.

Heritage Council Chair Daryl Jackson said construction of the sea wall had been a Department of Public Works initiative to address unemployment during the Great Depression.

The bluestone blocks were re-used following the closure of the gaol and the dismantling of some walls in the 1920s.  
“The Brighton Beach sea wall opposite New Street contains the largest number of known former Old Melbourne Gaol bluestone burial markers,” said Mr Jackson. 
Executed inmates at the gaol were not given tombstones, but their burial locations were marked by the carving of their initials and dates of execution into the bluestone blocks adjacent to their burial sites. 

Mr Jackson said the bluestone blocks at Brighton Beach foreshore contained the initials of six executed inmates.  
He said there could be other unidentified markers located in the buried sea wall.  

“It is also likely that other markers exist in the sea wall between Brighton and Beaumaris,” he said.

St Kilda’s Tolarno Hotel including all the murals and other works by Mirka Mora has also been included on the Victorian Heritage Register.

Other recent Registrations include the Oakleigh Motel, Lake Boga Flying Boat Museum and Grimwade House in Rye. 

The listings mean any changes to the sites may require a permit from Heritage Victoria.
Inquiries: Pauline Hitchins 0419 568 949 or 8644 8940, or visit: 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au//Registration/Recent-additions-to-the-Register.aspx
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