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MEDIA RELEASE
Friday 12 June 2009
Mustering a heritage icon
The Barmah Muster Yards have been included in the Victorian Heritage Register in recognition of their State historical and social significance.

The Muster Yards still come alive each year with an important but more social event held in April, often involving descendants of the original users of the Common and other local families.

Heritage Council Chair Daryl Jackson said the Barmah Muster Yards site had been used continuously from the 1880s and had been an essential component of cattle grazing activity by local farmers in River Red Gum forests along the Murray River.  

Although the actual yards have changed over the years, the location, layout and function of site have remained largely unchanged since the Barmah Common was declared in 1878, he said. 
Farmers and Graziers commons were once ubiquitous throughout Victoria.  This is the first registered site with a direct connection to that important part of Victoria’s history
Mr Jackson said the yards featured a race where stock were identified by owners under the herdsman's supervision and drafted either into pens named for the properties of local farmers or into a 'branding back' pen if the cattle were to be returned to the forest. 

Adjacent to the yards is a small complex of buildings which includes a herdsman's hut, built by long-term herdsman Tom Galloway in the early 1950s, a musterers' quarters building brought from a World War II era internment camp c1980, and a kitchen lean-to structure built since the 1980s to serve the expanding annual muster event. 
To the south are an earth dam and pump-house, and remnants of earlier fences. The large paddock further to the south, known as Goose Swamp, was used to hold the mustered cattle before drafting in the yards. 

Other recent Registrations include Port Fairy’s Moyne River Training Walls, the Modernist 1958 former Benalla Shire Offices and Tay Creggan, a late nineteenth century Victorian Queen Anne Revival Style mansion now the Year Nine campus of Strathcona Girls School. 

The listings provide the State’s highest heritage protection and mean any changes to the sites may require a permit from Heritage Victoria.
Inquiries: Pauline Hitchins 0419 568 949 or 8644 8940, or visit: 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au//Registration/Recent-additions-to-the-Register.aspx
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