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The Ramsay House receives State heritage protection

The Ramsay House in Mt Eliza has been added to the Victorian Heritage Register, in recognition of its State historical and architectural significance.

The house was designed by renowned architect Roy Grounds for Mrs Bettine Ramsay, wife of Mr (later Sir) Thomas Ramsay, chairman of the Kiwi Boot Polish Company.

It was built in 1937 in the Ranelagh Estate in Mt Eliza, on a steep cliff overlooking Port Phillip Bay.

Heritage Council Chair Daryl Jackson said the design of the house was influential in the development of modern architecture in Victoria.

“The Ramsay House is the last in a series of Grounds-designed buildings influenced by Californian architect William Wurster,” Mr Jackson said.
“In fact, Robin Boyd described the Mornington Peninsula as the testing ground for innovation in domestic building in Victoria, thanks to this and other modernist houses built in the area during the mid-20th century,” he added.
Characteristics of the area’s modernist homes included a minimalist approach to detailing and ornament, and the use of natural materials.

The Ramsay House is a small weatherboard building with a low-pitched malthoid-tiled gable roofs and a simple linear plan. 

“It is also of historical significance as one of a number of architect-designed holiday houses built during the interwar period, reflecting Mt Eliza's popularity as a holiday destination for wealthy Melburnians who had access to a car,” Mr Jackson added. 


Roy Grounds married Bettine Ramsay in 1941 and eventually came to live in the house himself. 
The house is also notable for its association with architect Fredrick Romberg, who purchased the house in the 1950s and extended it to enclose the small ground level balcony that once opened off the upstairs balcony.
Now listed on the Victorian Heritage Register, the Ramsay House will receive the State’s highest level of heritage protection.
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