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Heritage Council adds Dimmeys to State Heritage Register
The Richmond icon Dimmeys has been included on the Victorian Heritage Register, in recognition of its State historical and architectural significance.

A two-storey drapery store was built on the corner of Swan Street and Green Street in 1878. Dimelow & Gaylard took over in 1898, giving the store its colloquial name Dimmeys. John Jeffrey kept the name when he took over in 1904.

The current building was constructed in stages between 1907 and 1918, after a 1906 fire damaged the original.
Heritage Council Chair Daryl Jackson said Dimmeys was a Melbourne landmark – its history reflecting the changing fortunes of the inner suburbs during the 20th century.
“The Dimmeys building was created at a time when retail was booming. The 1890s depression was over and the First World War was yet to arrive,” Mr Jackson said.
“The four-storey clock tower was added in 1910, topped with a globe clad in ruby glass, announcing the store’s location and high-fashion status for miles around.
“The store sold a wide variety of merchandise but also operated a workshop on its second floor, where customers could have the latest style made to order.”

During the Great Depression (1929-32), the store began to focus on quality goods at reduced prices. After World War II, it ceased manufacturing and became one of the most prominent bargain stores in Melbourne. 

Accordingly, the dome’s ruby glass was replaced with copper in 1939.

Mr Jackson said the two-storey brick building was a fine, intact and early example of the American Romanesque style, despite seeing many changes over the years.

“The prominent architect brothers H W & F B Tompkins were called in to design the new building after the 1906 fire,” Mr Jackson explained.

“The brothers retained the narrow 1878 facade on Swan Street but created the new American Romanesque facade along Green Street,” he added.
In 1997 Dimmeys ranked first in The Age newspaper's Melbourne Icons series.
The listing means any significant changes to the building will require a permit from Heritage Victoria.
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