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David Jones buildings of State heritage significance
Melbourne’s iconic David Jones buildings have been added to the Victorian Heritage Register, in recognition of its State architectural, historical and social significance.

The David Jones buildings now on the Register include the two former Buckley & Nunn buildings on the north side of Bourke Street, and the former Coles building on the south side of Bourke Street. The Little Bourke Street building was not included.

Heritage Council Chair Daryl Jackson said the three buildings were all excellent examples of their architectural style and a wonderful reminder of Melbourne’s development as a retail destination.
“The former Buckley & Nunn buildings are Melbourne’s longest continuously operating retail site, with links to two of its most iconic retailers,” he said.
“Buckley & Nunn was Melbourne’s oldest surviving retailer until 1982, when the business closed and David Jones moved into the building. 
“On the south side of Bourke Street, the current menswear store also has a rich history, having been the flagship Coles store for more than 50 years. 
“Many Victorians will remember dining at the store’s Art Deco-style cafeteria, although this has since been replaced.”
The former Buckley & Nunn building facades represent two distinct styles. 
Built in 1911-12, the western building is a notable example of the Edwardian Baroque style. Internally, some of the original Art Deco style ceiling decoration has survived.

Built in 1933, the eastern building is an outstanding example of the Jazz Moderne style, with its glazed black tiles and decorative windows. The Art Deco style lifts inside have also survived.
Mr Jackson said the buildings were important works by Melbourne’s oldest architectural firm, known in 1911-12 as Bates Peebles & Smart, and in 1933 as Bates Smart & McCutcheon, and today as Bates Smart. 
Built in two stages in 1929-30 and 1938, the former Coles store is one of the City’s most flamboyant interwar buildings, with its distinctive terracotta façade still intact.
“With this building, another prominent local architect, Harry Norris, answered the growing call for colour and exuberance in the City’s architecture,” Mr Jackson said.

“It was one of the first major Chicago-inspired Commercial Gothic buildings in Victoria, a style later adopted for the Manchester Unity and Century Buildings.”
David Jones is Australia's oldest surviving retailer under the same name, having started trading in Sydney in 1838. 
Following the Heritage Council’s decision to include the buildings on the Register, the Executive Director, Heritage Victoria, Ray Tonkin issued two permits for the David Jones redevelopment.

The Heritage Council of Victoria is the statutory authority for the State’s non-Indigenous cultural heritage issues. One of its duties is to decide what places and objects are included on the Victorian Heritage Register.

Heritage Victoria is the principal State Government agency responsible for non-Indigenous cultural heritage. The Executive Director, Heritage has authority under the Heritage Act to issue or refuse permits for changes to Registered places and objects.
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