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MEDIA RELEASE
Monday, 12 January 2009
All Saints Church Hall recognised by the Heritage Council of Victoria

The Heritage Council of Victoria has added Fitzroy’s All Saints Church Hall to the Victorian Heritage Register.

The hall in King William Street is considered to be of State historical and architectural significance, and will therefore receive the highest level of heritage protection in Victoria.

Believed to have been built in the 1850s, the prefabricated iron building first appeared in the Fitzroy Ward rate book in 1855, when it was listed as a cast iron store owned by Charles Black and occupied by horsehair manufacturer Henry Hyslop.
In the later 1850s it was owned by Edward Mills, a blacksmith, who sold it in 1862 to John Davies, builder and contractor and MLA for North Melbourne.
In the 1880s, it was owned by the Wesleyan Methodist Church and known as the Wesleyan Jubilee Hall. The Methodists sold it to the Roman Catholic Trusts Corporation in 1936, which still owns the building today.
Heritage Council Chair Daryl Jackson said the hall was a rare surviving example of the commercial buildings imported to Victoria during the early gold rushes.

“Hundreds of prefabricated iron buildings were imported from England during the 1850s, including houses, churches and government buildings,” Mr Jackson said.
“However, most known prefabricated iron buildings still standing in Victoria are dwellings. This example is one of the few known commercial buildings of its kind.”
The building features typical prefabricated construction of cast iron stanchions and walls of heavy gauge corrugated iron. 

The stanchions are cast with the name 'Edwin Maw, Liverpool', who was well known for creating prefabricated iron churches and warehouses.
The building is the only known example of an Edwin Maw building in Victoria.
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