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Heritage listing for historic Kelly campsites
Two bush locations associated with the Kelly Gang have been added to the Victorian Heritage Register. 
Stringybark Creek, where three police officers were shot and killed by Ned Kelly in 1878, and the gang’s bush hideaway have been recognised for their historical value and potential archaeological significance. 
The camp at Kelly Creek (formerly Bullock Creek) was used by various Kelly Gang members as a remote bush hideaway from late 1876 until October 1878. The Kellys rebuilt and fortified a derelict log hut on site, cleared nearby bush for horse paddocks, sluiced for gold in the creek and constructed a whisky still. 
A number of historical documents exist which provide evidence for the location of the camp site. It is shown on an 1884 surveyor’s plan and a Land Act file from 1885. The natural geography of the site – it is located in a closed, steep-sided ravine – provided a perfect hidden and protected location for the Gang, allowing Ned Kelly and his associates to avoid capture. 
On the morning of Saturday October 26 1878, the Kelly Gang travelled from this location to Stringybark Creek, where three police officers were shot by Ned Kelly. 

Following the deaths of the Mansfield police officers Thomas Lonigan, Michael Scanlan and Michael Kennedy at Stringybark Creek, the Kelly Gang became the most wanted outlaws in Australia. 
Historical documents also provide evidence for the location of the Stringybark Creek site, with the location shown on an 1884 surveyor’s plan, marked “Scene of the Police murders by the Kelly Gang”. The site is also depicted in a photograph taken by police a few weeks after the shootings. 

Heritage Council Chair Daryl Jackson said the two camp sites are significant to the cultural history of the state for their association with the nation’s most famous bushranger.

“These two sites show where Ned Kelly and his associates hid from the law and where exchanges between the Gang and police escalated, leading to the issuing of large rewards for the capture of the bushrangers, an extensive police hunt culminating in the dramatic siege at Glenrowan, and the hanging of Ned Kelly in 1880 at Old Melbourne Gaol.”
The Victorian Heritage Register, which includes more than 2000 places, is the official listing of places and objects which have been assessed as significant to the State of Victoria. 
The listings provide the State’s highest heritage protection and mean any changes to the sites may require a permit from Heritage Victoria.
Inquiries: Kerry Taylor 0419 568 949 or 8644 8940, or visit: 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au/Registration/Recent-additions-to-the-Register.aspx
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