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Heritage listing for Johnstone Court
Johnstone Court, a remarkably intact example of an early 20th century shopping arcade, has been added to the Victorian Heritage Register. 
When Johnstone Court arcade opened in 1925, it was described as the largest block of shops and the most up-to-date business premises in the Western District. 

At the time of its opening, the Court hosted the local office of the State Electricity Commission as well as a grocer, a baker, a draper, a jeweller and an estate agent. The Country Women’s Association later operated a dining room in the upper section. 

The Court has been added to the Register in recognition of its architectural and historical significance to the State. 
Heritage Council Chair Daryl Jackson said Johnstone Court is significant as a demonstration of the affluence of country Victoria in the 1920s. 

 “It is a fine example of the substantial commercial buildings constructed in provincial towns, and especially in the wealthy Western district in the inter-war period.”

The shop fronts are almost entirely intact, with their original glazed tiling, display windows and lead-lighting. 

The Court was built in 1925 by Winifred Lillian Johnstone.  The widow of a prominent local businessman, William Johnstone, she had previously operated the Commercial Hotel before selling it in 1923. 

She commissioned Camperdown architect Warburton Perry Knights to design the new arcade, which was constructed by Terang builders McQueens and Schnabel. 

Warburton Perry Knights was responsible for many notable buildings in Western Victoria in the early decades of the 20th century. 

The Victorian Heritage Register, which includes more than 2000 places, is the official listing of places and objects which have been assessed as significant to the State of Victoria. 
The listings provide the State’s highest heritage protection and mean any changes to the sites may require a permit from Heritage Victoria.
Inquiries: Kerry Taylor 0419 568 949 or 8644 8940, or visit: 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au/Registration/Recent-additions-to-the-Register.aspx
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