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Heritage listing for Flemington Racecourse
Flemington Racecourse has joined the MCG as another iconic sporting place that now has the highest level of heritage protection in the State. 

The racecourse has been placed on the Victorian Heritage Register this month in recognition of its aesthetic, architectural, historical and social significance to the State. Horse races have been run continuously at Flemington since 1840 when the first race meeting was held there. 

In 1848, 352 acres of Crown Land was reserved as a public racecourse. In the 1850s horse racing in Victoria boomed with many racecourses established throughout the colony, but the annual meeting at Flemington was considered the main event on the racing calendar. The race that stops a nation, the Melbourne Cup, was first held at Flemington in 1861.  

In 1864 the Victorian Racing Club was formed to organise racing at Flemington, and major improvements at the racecourse were carried out under the administration of the first two secretaries – Robert Cooper Bagot and Henry Byron Moore. 
During their tenures the track was upgraded, swampy land was drained, grandstands were built and the famous rose garden was planted.  Moore also established a Distressed Jockeys Fund and a convalescent jockey’s lodge was built at the course in 1897. 

Heritage Council of Victoria Chair, Daryl Jackson, said as well as being of historical and social significance as the venue of Australia’s greatest horse races, Flemington has been a stimulus for the arts, including literature, painting, ballet and fashion design. 
“The ‘Fashions in the Field’ institution was introduced at the centenary Melbourne Cup in 1960. The first newsreel filmed in Australia was also taken at Flemington on Cup Day in 1896. Since its inception, Flemington has been an integral part of our cultural fabric as a nation,” he said. 
Racing is one of Australia’s major spectator sports with the races at Flemington during Spring Racing Carnival attracting record-breaking crowds. 

The racecourse is architecturally significant for its collection of structure relating to racing in Victoria since the nineteenth century which demonstrate the various stages of development of the course. The most significant among these include the remaining nineteenth century structures such as the convalescent jockey’s lodge, as well as the 1920s member’s stand and betting ring and the 1930s tote buildings. 

The Victorian Heritage Register, which includes more than 2000 places, is the official listing of places and objects which have been assessed as significant to the State of Victoria. The listings provide the State’s highest heritage protection. 
Flemington was included on the national heritage list in 2006. 
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